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by Rabbi Shmuel Wasser

In this weeks nw1n we encoun-
ter the amazing description of
apy, disguised as wy, ap-
proaching his father to claim
the m>7a that were rightfully
his. pn¥» famously declares that
“The voice is the voice of apy
and the hands are the hands of
wy”. Rashi explains that pry
was noting that the soft nature
of 2py’s words, (“please get
up”) were different than the
normal tone expressed by 1wy
(“get up my father”). This de-
scription is somewhat puzzling.
We know that 1wy was a ywn
who struggled in areas of 171
YIx. But we are taught that he
excelled in one area - honoring
his father - which the v
describes as being 100 times
greater than the ax ma3 of the
great Xan Rabban Shimon Ben
Gamliel! If so, how can it be
that wy used course language
in addressing his father?!
Couldn’t he control himself?
Didn'’t he realize that this situ-
ation called for a different tone
and a different vocabulary?
My Rebbe, 5“x1, explained that
when we develop bad mmn, and
perhaps even more so when
we are insensitive in the way
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In m751n nwns it describes
that prn¥» wanted to bless 1wy .
npa1 wanted apy» to receive
the brachos, so she told apy»
to go into pnyv’s room and say
he was wy. 2py responded
that he was afraid that prnx»
would notice that he was not
1wy and then curse him instead
of giving him a blessing. npan
answered apyr, 112 7n55p Y,
meaning that the curse that
pn¥» may curse apy» with would
apply to npa.

The question is, how could
npan say such a thing? After
all, even if she says so, ob-
viously it won’t work. If prx»
would curse apy?, even if mpa
really wants the curse to apply
to her, the curse will still be
on apy». What did npan mean
when she said "2 7n55p Hp?

An answer is brought in one
of the o»mnx. npan saw with
wTpn M that pn¥ would not
curse apy*. When she said Hy
12 n55p she was reffering to
something else completely.
She was hinting at the future
challenges that apy» would be
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Reb Yisroel Salanter - “The
Greatest Zchus”

R> Yisroel held that two
people  should not  say
kaddish simultaneously, and
the synagogue followed his
teaching. On the yortzheit of
R’ Yisroel’s father, a simple
Jew who had yortzheit for his

daughter was also in shul.

The man, assuming that R’
Yisroel had priority, was very
distressed at the thought of
not saying Kaddish for the
elevation of his daughter’s soul.
But R’ Yisroel went over to him
and said witha smile, “Will you

please say the Kaddish?”

The congregation was amazed
that R”Yisroel was willing to give
up his obligation of honoring
his father. R’ Yisroel explained
that the merit of doing chesed

is greater than that of saying
Kaddish.




we speak, the nTm becomes deeply embedded
in who we are and it’s difficult to simply turn it
on and off at will. wy’s imperfect speech was
too deeply imbedded in his personality for him
to change, even when faced with tremendous
motivation to do so.

On the flipside, we see that apy?, who was prob-
ably aware that his manner of speech was not
reflecting the behavior of Wy, refused to consider

changing his speech even temporarily to better
accomplish his role! He was unwilling to tamper
with his high standard of proper speech and 177
7K.

Let us realize how important it is to develop prop-
er middos and Y% 717 because our true T will
always be reflected in our actions and behaviors!
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subject to brought out by 3
individuals - nov 125 ww. (The
man "wxA of these words spell
"Y.) So, she was saying that
apy’s curse is “Oy”, and she
never meant to say that any
curses would apply to her.

In ypn nwna when nynw was in
prison and the brothers had to
bring 1mma to Egypt, apy said
1"m%2 AKX 2R PRI 12IKR [0
mbd 171 Y Mpn-qois gone,
Wnw is gone, and now you
want to take away 1"mn3; upon
me are all these things. Here,
too, the words need commen-
tary. The end of the phrase, "y
M2 v, seemingly has nothing
to do with what 2py» was say-
ing. What did he mean?

We can now understand that
apy? was saying, 7ov is gone —
the last of my 3 curses is upon
me. Why should there be a
new trouble? I'm supposed to
live a quiet life now. qor 125 WY
112 111 should have been “all”
my life’s troubles.
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Rabbi & Mrs. Josh Bregman
on the birth of a boy!
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After shacharis, 4 days a week,
Rabbi Wasser learns Aha-
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