קונטרס בעניני פורים
Divrei Torah on Purim
written by the talmidim of
Missouri Torah Institute

Purim 2020

פורים תש”פ

In Loving Memory of Greg Fox a”h

חזקיהו משה יעקב בן שלמה ע”ה

Dear Friends,
In honor of Purim, we would like to share
a few Divrei Torah with you which were
written by some of our wonderful talmidim.
Your friendship and support allow the
students to grow and the holy Torah to be
learned each and every day.
In the zechus of your partnership, may you
and your family merit all the brachos that
are reserved for those that support Torah.
We hope you enjoy the Divrei Torah.
Wishing you and your family a Freilichen
Purim!

Rabbi Dovid
Fromowitz
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Rabbi Avroham
Goldman

Rabbi Shmuel
Wasser

Action, Not Reaction
Abe Schulman

“”ותאמר אסתר איש צר ואויב המן הרע הזה
“And Esther said, A man who is a persecutor and an enemy: this
evil Haman!”

When  אחשורושasked  אסתרthe question of ”מי האיש אשר מלאו

לבו לעשות כן, she responded by saying “איש צר ואויב המן הרע הזה.”
Why did  אסתרsay the words “ ?”איש צר ואויבCouldn’t she just
have said “?”המן הרע הזה
The  גמראin  מגילהprovides the answer in the name of רבי אלעזר.
Really,  אסתרwanted to respond to the question impulsively.
When she said “איש צר ואויב,” she meant to point the accusing
finger at  !אחשורושBefore she had a chance to do so, a  מלאךcame
and moved her hand towards המן. This gave her time to regain
her composure and explain that the “ ”איש צר ואויבwas referring
to “המן הרע הזה.”
This  גמראis puzzling. Why would  אסתרeven contemplate telling
 אחשורושto his face that he was a terrible person? Surely this would
anger him and ruin her mission of saving  !כלל ישראלWouldn’t we
expect that a  צדקתlike  אסתרwould be in full control of herself at
this critical juncture and not jeopardize the plan?
The  חידושי הלבexplains that  אסתרwas reacting instinctively and
not with full control of her actions. She despised  אחשורושbecause
she had seen firsthand how truly evil he was. When she was asked
“מי האיש אשר מלאו לבו לעשות כן,” it triggered her subconscious
and her kneejerk reaction was to point to אחשורוש, at which point
the  מלאךneeded to intervene.

The lesson we can take from this is that even great  צדיקיםcan
sometimes be the victims of impulsivity, and even at a moment
when their actions can cause irreversible damage. And if this is
true of צדיקים, then certainly it can affect us! We must be careful in
our own lives to really think before we speak, and make sure that
we are doing the right thing. Just like with אסתר, a few seconds of
thinking can make the difference between a happy ending and a
disaster.
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The Power of a Prayer
Gavin Kornblum

“”וישב מרדכי אל שער המלך
“And Mordechai returned to the king’s gate ….” (Esther 6:12)

When Mordechai Hayehudi hears the evil, terrible decree of Haman

and King Achashverosh that threatens to destroy the Jewish people, he
immediately puts on sackcloth and cries out to Hashem, our Father in”
“Heaven, to save us from certain annihilation. Just imagine the anguish
in Mordechai’s heart as he begs Hashem to save the Jewish people.
Things are not looking good; Haman’s “final solution” is about to be
implemented. Mordechai’s urgent prayer goes straight up to Hashem’s
heavenly throne. There is clearly no other place for Mordechai to turn to
aside from Hashem, our Creator.
In the blink of an eye, things start to change. Achashverosh can’t sleep
and is reminded of how Mordechai saved his life back when two of his
servants plotted to kill him. Achashverosh then calls Haman and makes
him dress Mordechai like a king and parade him on the royal horse
through the streets of Shushan, announcing for everyone to hear “This
is what should be done to whom the king wants to honor!” This is a such
a special moment after all the negative events that took place earlier.
Mordechai and the Jewish people seem to finally have a bright future
ahead while Haman’s future is looking bleak. Haman’s evil wife, Zeresh,
even warns her husband of his impending downfall. “You have begun
to fall… you will surely fall.” (ibid., 6:13, see Rashi) This shows how the
roles are reversed, and where there had been sadness and fear, there is
now hope.
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What does Mordechai do immediately after experiencing this amazing
parade? The  פסוקsays “Mordechai returned to the king’s gate.” The
Midrash (Shmos Rabbah 38:4) explains that Mordechai didn’t revel in
his newfound success and fame; rather, he did the opposite and went
back to sitting and praying to Hashem for salvation. How is it possible
that once a person sees success and victory through hashgacha pratis,

Purim 2020

Divine intervention, he is able to pray to Hashem with the
same passion and intensity as when he thought his life was
falling apart? Even putting aside the emotional aspect of a
person which would lead them to say “I have got this in the bag
so I don’t need to worry,” we would even expect the logical side
to ask, “Do I really need to cry out to Hashem once Hashem’s
salvation is imminent?” When one is trying to get a loan for a
business and he knows he secured the loan, does he still need
to cry out to Hashem?
From the way Mordechai acted here, we learn the proper way
to daven (pray) to Hashem. No matter how much success,
strength or blessings we may think we have because of all the
good Hashem does for us on a daily basis, we should not feel
any different than when we are experiencing challenges and
hardships. Our tefillos (prayers) should always be sincere and
show our gratitude to Hashem for everything He does for us,
because all of our happiness comes from Hashem. Nothing
we have can be taken for granted - every breath we take and
every move we make are from Hashem. Mordechai’s amazing
bitachon and his understanding of this concept allowed him to
return to his tefillos with the same passion and fire as he had
when things were looking dark.
This mindset is the reality we all must try to internalize and
really take to heart. At any point during someone’s life, one can
lose all of the brachos and gifts Hashem has showered upon him,
and that he has grown accustomed to. Our faith in Hashem’s
compassion and mercy and His never-ending kindness is what
gives us tons of brachos every day, even though we don’t always
deserve it. If we realize how much we rely on Hashem for every
part of our daily lives, we will enhance our tefillos with a new
richness and depth as we put all of our faith in Hashem, our
Creator.
Adapted from Artsroll’s “Pinnacle of Creation”, based on shmuessen
from the Rosh Yeshiva, Rav Henach Leibowitz, זצ”ל.
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The  רפואהduring the ?עבירה
Yosef Zehnwirth

ְל ָה ִביא ֶאת ַו ׁ ְש ִּתי ַה ַּמ ְל ָּכה ִל ְפנֵ י ַה ֶּמ ֶל ְך ְ ּב ֶכ ֶתר ַמ ְלכ ּות ָא ַמר ַר ִ ּבי ַא ּיְב ּו ַּכ ּ ָפ ָר ָתן ׁ ֶשל
 ֵהן ְמ ָב ְר ִכין ּו ְמ ׁ ַש ְ ּב ִחין ּו ְמ ַק ְ ּל ִסין ְל ַה ָ ּקדו ֹׁש, ְּכ ׁ ֶש ִ ּישְׂ ָר ֵאל או ְֹכ ִלין ְו ׁשו ִֹתין ּושְׂ ֵמ ִחין,יִ שְׂ ָר ֵאל
 זֶ ה, ִמ ְת ַע ְּס ִקין ֵהן ְ ּב ִד ְב ֵרי ִּת ְפל ּות, ּו ְכ ׁ ֶש ֻא ּמוֹת ָהעו ָֹלם או ְֹכ ִלין ְו ׁשו ִֹתין,ָ ּבר ּו ְך ה ּוא
(  ְוזֶ ה או ֵֹמר ּ ַפ ְר ִס ּיוֹת נָ אוֹת (מדרש רבה פרשה ג אות י”ג,או ֵֹמר ָמ ִד ּיוֹת נָ אוֹת
“To bring Queen Vashti before the king wearing a royal crown (Esther 1:11)” :
Rabbi Ayvo said: “Provider of Atonement to Klal Yisroel! When Klal Yisroel eats
and drinks and celebrates, they bless and praise and glorify Hakadosh Baruch Hu.
But when the nations of the world eat and drink, they occupy themselves with
crude conversation. This one says: ‘Median women are the most beautiful!’ and this
one says: ‘Persian women are the most beautiful!’”

The  מדרשexplains how  כלל ישראלhad a special  זכותfor כפרה

because the way  בני ישראלconduct themselves when eating and
drinking together is far more refined and spiritual than the גוים.
However, this  מדרשis troubling. Why is it that the  בני ישראלwere
worthy to have the seeds of  גאולהplanted because of this contrast in
modes of partying? The very reason the Jews were to be punished
was because they attended the feast of אחשורוש. Furthermore, not
‘only did they sin by attending, but they were even  !מחלל שבתHow
can that possibly be the very thing that contributed toward their
eventual forgiveness?
The answer is that ‘ה, in His infinite love for us, looked at the merit
that they had in general from their  מהלךin partying and was able to
focus on the positive aspects of their behavior, even when they were
not being utilized at this specific party. It was an amazing “ונהפך
 ”!הואNot only does ‘ הprepare the  רפואהbefore the מכה, but he even
arranges it so that the very act of the  עבירהbecomes a source to bring
out a  זכותfor His beloved children.
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On Purim,  רבהSlew !?רב זירא
Yonah Rosenzweig

The  גמראrelates the following puzzling incident:  רבהand

 רב זיראwere celebrating Purim together. Over the course of
their Purim banquet, they became quite intoxicated.  רבהwas
so intoxicated that he got up and slew רב זירא. Rabbi Avrohom
the son of the Rambam says that it is clear that the  גמראshould
not be taken literally.  רבהdavened for mercy on ’רב זיראs behalf
and revived him (:)מגילה ז.
This unusual story may be understood in light of the fact that
Purim is described by  חז”לas the day on which the acceptance of
the Torah was renewed. The  יהודיםwere  מקבלagain that which
they originally received at Har Sinai (:)שבת פח. Additionally,
 חז”לtell us that “During the giving of the Torah at Har Sinai,
every time a commandment emanated from the ‘mouth’ of
Hashem, the souls of the Jewish people ‘departed’ from their
bodies, as it is stated in (ו:‘ שיר השירים (הmy soul departed as
He spoke.’” The Torah was given accompanied by miracles
and unprecedented manifestations of the Divine Presence,
which no human being had previously witnessed. The Jews
were overwhelmed. Yet if their souls departed after hearing the
first commandment, how were they able to receive the second
commandment? The  גמראexplains that “G-d brought down the
‘dew’ with which He will resurrect the dead  באחרית הימיםand
He resurrected them.”
The intention of this episode is to connect  פוריםto the general
circumstances necessary for receiving the Torah and enabling
its absorption by each individual Jew. The acceptance of Torah
must come about through the renewal of each individual’s life
force. In other words, when an individual accepts the Torah
upon himself, this must involve the replacement of his old life
force with a new one. Each Jew must undergo that which was
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experienced by our ancestors. With the revelation of each commandment,
their souls departed, only to be returned to them again, renewed and
resurrected. When the Torah was given at Har Sinai, there were strong
grounds to believe that an element of coercion existed (.)שבת פח. As the
Talmud teaches, Hashem suspended Har Sinai over the Jews and said to
them, “If you accept the Torah, all will be good. But if you do not, there
will be your burial.” However, when the Torah was reaccepted by the Jews
during the time of Achashverosh, it was accepted in totality - voluntarily,
lovingly, wholeheartedly, with enthusiasm, and without coercion of any
kind. In a similar vein, this episode reflects the renewal and resurrection
of the life force of a Jew.  רבהslew רב זירא, and then  רב זיראwas revived!
We cannot fully understand such exalted transformation and spiritual
upheaval. We can only hope to grasp a glimpse of understanding into the
essence of this spiritual vitality.
There is one thing we can do. As far as our own spiritual life force is
concerned, we must try to reenact the experience of our ancestors at
Har Sinai. We must try to simulate the renewal and restoration of the
life force inside of us. Let us apply this idea to our pursuit of acquiring
knowledge and learning Torah. Let us engage in holy activities on Purim
with the purpose of reinvigorating our neshamos. Let us engage in the
mitzvos of the day with the strength of the rebirth of Torah study and
the reacceptance of the Torah that took place on Purim and with the
renewal of our old intellectual powers now reborn and reawakened. Let
us experience the process of the departure and renewal of our souls.
This was the experience of our ancestors; let us make it our experience
as well. We therefore have the obligation to engage in the מצוות היום
until we arrive at the eclipse of our awareness and can no longer discern
between  ארור המןand ברוך מרדכי, when we are at the point where we are
“beyond knowledge.” Then we will be infused with a new and vigorous
life force that will motivate us to learn and teach Torah with unending
enthusiasm (Megillah 7b).
Adapted from “Purim in a New Light” [based on essays by Rabbi Yitzchak
Hutner, זצ”ל, written by Rabbi Pinchas Stolper].
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Purim: A Time
to Notice Opportunities
Yechiel Goldman

“”כי מרדכי היהודי משנה למלך אחשורוש וגדול ליהודים ורצוי לרוב אחיו
“For Mordechai the Jew was second to King Achashverosh,
a leader to the Jews, and loved by his many brothers.”

The

 גמראin the first  פרקof  מגילהdiscusses which
 מצוותtake precedence over each other. It comes out that
learning and teaching תורה, the  מצוהdescribed as equal to
all 613, overrules most מצוות. There are a few exceptions,
most notably when there are very time-pressing מצוות
that are not simple for another person to do. From here,
as well as from other sources, we learn that a  חסדthat is
“אי אפשר על ידי אחרים,” a kindness that is impossible to be
performed by others, such as a מת מצוה, has rare priority
over learning תורה.
This discussion provides insight into the role of Mordechai
Hayehudi in the Purim story. Years before the events of the
 מגילהtook place, the Jews were exiled to Bavel following the
destruction of the first Bais Hamikdash. The Sanhedrin,
the greatest sages of the time, were also sent into גלות, with
many of them being amongst the first group of those exiled.
One of those sages was Mordechai Hayehudi. He was such
a great  תלמיד חכםand  צדיקthat the  גמראtells us he was
the fifth highest-ranking member of the court. However, it
seems that his involvement in the affairs of the palace had
a negative effect on his לימוד התורה, leading to his rank
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in the Sanhedrin dropping down to number six. We know that all
actions performed by a  צדיקare done with precise and measured
calculations. So then why did Mordechai go and participate in the
palace politics? He must have known that it would detract from his
Torah learning, which we say is the best  מצוהof them all!
It must be that when Mordechai contemplated these factors and
made his decision, he utilized the idea that we mentioned above
regarding a “”חסד שאי אפשר על ידי אחרים. He understood that his
Torah learning would take a hit. Yet Mordechai also realized that
he uniquely had the skills and opportunity to affect Achashverosh
and ultimately the fate of the Jewish nation. We must apply this
lesson to our own lives. We must notice any opportunity that may
require us to be the person to take initiative, even at the expense of
other important activities.

‘
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Thank‘ הfor what we Have

Eli Silverman

There was a mouse running around a house causing

a bunch of problems. Finally, one day, the owner of the
house became fed up with this mouse and brought in a
cat to take care of the mouse. The cat chased the mouse
all around the house, under the table, around the couch,
and up the wall. The mouse just barely escaped every
time. The mouse called out to Hashem, “I’m miserable.”
Hashem said, “How come? How can I help you?” The
mouse replied, “Can you turn me into a cat, so I won’t
be miserable?” Poof! The mouse became a cat. Life was
great, until one day the owner brought home a dog, and
the dog began chasing the cat around the house. The cat
called out to Hashem “I’m miserable.” Hashem said, “How
can I help?” “Make me a dog,” replied the cat. Poof! The
cat became a dog. Life was great again, until the owner
came home one day and kicked the dog out of the house
to run around in the yard. The dog cried out to Hashem,
“I’m miserable.” Hashem said “How can I help?” The dog
pleaded “Make me the man of the house and I won’t be
miserable.” Poof! The dog became a man. Again, life was
great until his wife came home and kicked him out of
the house to run errands. The man cried out to Hashem
“Please, make me the woman of the house.” Again, Hashem
acquiesced, and he became a woman. The next day, there
was a shriek from the kitchen. The woman was standing
on top of the table because a mouse was running around
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the kitchen floor. She cried out to Hashem, “Make me a mouse,
and I’ll be happy again.” To which Hashem replied, “I don’t get it;
weren’t you miserable as a mouse?”
Many times in life, we’re unhappy because we focus on what other
people have and what we are lacking. The greatest example of
this is Haman. He was the richest man in the world and the vice
president of the greatest empire in the world - he had it all! But one
Jew wouldn’t bow down to him, and that drove him crazy. ”וכל זה
“ איננו שוה לי- none of this wealth and power is worth anything to
me if Mordechai won’t bow down to me. Haman focused on the
one small thing he didn’t have, and that prevented him from being
happy.
Let’s learn from Haman how not to behave. Let’s look at ourselves
in a positive light and focus on all of the things that we do have. Let
us think about all the  ברכותHashem gives us, and everything we
have to be thankful for. If we focus on what Hashem does give us,
and look at ourselves positively, we will truly be happy.
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What’s in a Name?
Yaakov Koenig

When the  מגילהrecounts the episode of בגתן & תרש
to us, it actually writes their names as “בגתנא ותרש.”

So why does the  פוסקswitch the  ?לשוןWhich is the
correct version of their names?
The Alshich explains that the men in charge of
writing in the  ספר הזכרונותwere none other than
’המןs ten sons. In order to minimize the amount
of reward that  מרדכיwould receive for foiling the
assassination attempt, they wanted to write בגתן או
תרש. This would make it seem as if  מרדכיdidn’t know
which one of them was actually behind the plot, and
when they both ended up being executed, one of
them would appear to be an innocent man. R’ Chaim
Vital adds that it may also have been understood as
“ מרדכיreported on the plot of  או תרש, ”בגתן- implying
that it may have been  תרשand not  מרדכיwho did the
favor to  אחשורושand deserved the reward. Hashem,
however, had other plans. He made them write בגתנא
ותרש, which showed that they were both involved in
the plot, and enabled  מרדכיto get the full reward that
he deserved. This was also the vehicle for the eventual
downfall of המן.
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The Rise To Failure
Dovid Orrin

(א:”אחר הדברים האלה גדל המלך אחשורוש את המן בן המדתא” (ג
“After these things, King  אחשורושpromoted ”המן בן המדתא
The  פסוקיםimply that ’אחשורושs promotion of  המןwas
connected to  מרדכיsaving the king from the attempt on his life
by  בגתןand תרש. What did ’המןs promotion have to do with
 ?מרדכיThe  מדרשexplains that even though the promotion
seemed beneficial for המן, the purpose was only to make him
look good so that his downfall at the hands of  מרדכיwould
be even more spectacular. The  מדרשbrings a  משלof a sow
(female pig), a filly (young female donkey), and a jenny (the
filly’s mother), who were on a farm. The sow was being fed
very well, with tons of extra and plentiful food, while the
jenny and the filly were only getting enough to sustain them.
The filly asked its mother, “Why does the sow get so much
food? She does so little to help on the farm! We work much
harder than she does!” The jenny replied, “The farmer is
not fattening her up for her glory, rather for her slaughter!”
The  נמשלis that just like the sow was being fed to make the
slaughter greater, so too  המןwas being raised up in order to
make his failure even greater.
This can be a lesson for us. When we see a  רשעseemingly
doing very well in this world, we should remember that ‘ה
has his own  חשבונותfor everything that happens.
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Freilichen
Purim!
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