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In this week's Parsha we are told of the famous incident
regarding the separation of Lot and Avraham. It seems that
Lot’s coexistence with Avraham was causing challenges.
The meforshim highlight several issues among them, that
Lot was not careful with other people’s property and was
stealing. There are indications as well that Lot had strong
leanings toward immoral behavior and denying Hashem’s
existence. These issues led to Avraham deeming it
necessary to separate from Lot.

Despite what would appear to be very good reasons,
one opinion in the medrash learns from the psukim that
Hashem was angry at Avraham for sending Lot away
and not working further to bring Lot closer to Hashem.
In the language of the medrash, Avraham worked with
EVERYONE to bring them closer - but with Lot he could
not do anything?

The statement is quite astounding - we know that
Avraham’s primary mission in life was to bring others close
to Hashem, as the medrash itself points out. Furthermore,
Avraham had tremendous love and care for Lot in the
past and—even later in the parsha—exhibited great
mesiras nefesh to save him from the kings who captured
him. How can it be that Avraham did not do everything in
his power to be mekarev Lot?! It must be that Avraham,
had made a decision that he HAD done everything he
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“Ding!”

You've just received a notification on your phone.
Whether it is a text, an email, or an app notification, it
is new information entering your mind. In a connected
age, it is hard to escape outside influences. It is easy to
get caught up in it all, to fill one’s mind with all there is to
know about the latest trend. But as Yidden, we know we
have a higher calling. We are meant to live in the world of
NN and to follow the 11T of 'N. How can we escape the
distractions?

The NWNAa starts INT2NNM IXIXN 12 7? D1AR 2K ‘N’

“INIX IWN YIRD 2K AN NN Hashem tells Avraham

to leave everything he has known thus far, to remove
himself from his home and birthplace, and to simply trust
in 'N and the mission He has planned. Famously, Rashi
explains that the word 17 means he should go because it
will be good for him. The Abarbanel takes it a step further
and explains that the word 17 really hints at the word
1722, which means "alone." Thus, N is telling Avraham - |
want you to leave your home, but more than that, | want
you not to take anyone with you. Leave your father and
brothers behind. The Abarbanel adds that the reason it
is important for Avraham to heed this command is 11"2
N MTWT X? DNV, since his family does not understand
the ways of 'N. He was instructing Avraham to leave so
he wouldn’t be around people who don't have the same
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YAIR EFRON, 10TH GRADE

This Monday, we went on our annual
schoolwide achdus trip to Castlewood State
Park. We played exciting games of football,
ultimate frisbee, and soccer, while others
went on hikes in the forest. We ended the
fantastic trip with a delicious barbecue and
a meaningful kumzits. We couldn’t have
had better weather, and everybody had a
highlight: for some, it was the hikes through
the beautiful forest, while for others the
kumzits at the end was a strong contender
for the highlight. "The kumzits was super
uplifting," said 10th-grade talmid Chaim
Shlomo Slater. Even with all the competition
during sports games, it was clear that the
trip was full of achdus.
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could, and that by that point the dangers to
his own family were too great to keep him
with him!

We can learn an incredible lesson from
this: the obligation to be mekarev, and the
ability to be mekarev, are even MORE than
Avraham initially understood, even with his
already great and deep understanding of
his responsibility and his great love for his
nephew.

We must learn from this that we need to
recognize the incredible mitzvah of reaching
out to our fellow Jews. There is almost
never a case where someone is too far
gone to reach. The power and emes of the
Torah is a message that can touch and reach
everyone; we just need to try!
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Following Rabbi Rockove’s words of inspiration,
please join us for a Sit-Down Delicious Milchig Melava Malka & Kumzits

For Men & Women at the Yeshiva Campus
1809 Clarkson Road, Chesterfield

Cell: 314.387.0888
Office: 888.220.0988
aryehfrey@gmail.com

$18 Suggested Donation Per Person
RSVP appreciated to events@missouritorah.org

JRPAYMENTS

+  Mr. & Mrs. Menashe Brown on the
birth of their daughter!

»  Mr. & Mrs. David Shapiro on the
birth of their daughter!

o« Mr. & Mrs. Elchonon Manne on
the birth of their daughter!

Eli Silverman on his recent
engagement to Miss Leeba
Goldstein from Cincinnati, OH!
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level of recognition of what 'n wants.

The XM in TV 9T NIYN WX says a
fascinating idea: 11T ™ VPN DNAT T
DTX 7Y, there are things that one can
do to change a Heavenly decree about
oneself. One of the items on the list is
DN MY, changing where you are. A
person can choose to change where he
finds himself.

What we see from these two ?2"Th "INKN
is that even things in our lives that seem
set in stone can be changed. We can
remove ourselves from our surroundings
and separate ourselves from negative
influences, trading them in for role models
and positive surroundings. And when we
do this, it will be good for us. All it takes
is7?2 1.
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