THE MESIVTA’S MESSAGE

A COMMUNITY NEWSLETTER FROM MISSOURI TORAH INSTITUTE
 7:55PM · VOLUME 2, ISSUE 6 · MAY 22, 2020 ·

Thoughts on the

Parsha

Rabbi Mendy Rosner

The  פסוקin this week’s פרשה
states " ואלה תולדות אהרן ומשה
" ביום דבר ה’ את משה בהר סיני. "The
following are the children of
 אהרןand משה." But then the
 פסוקgoes on to only mention
the children of  !אהרןTo explain
this,  רש”יquotes from the גמרא
in : סנהדרין דף יטthat learns from
here that one who teaches his
friend’s son תורה, it is as if he
gave birth to him. The גור אריה
makes an inference in the פסוק
that even if  משהhad only taught
’אהרןs children the  תורהhe had
received from ‘ הon the first day
at הר סיני, that would have been
sufficient to make it as if he was
their father.
The  מהרש”אin  סנהדריןconnects
this  דרשהwith a similar one by
אברהם אבינו. The  פסוקmakes
reference to the "נפש אשר עשו
" בחרן, the people he had “made”
in חרן. The  גמראlater on :דף צט
says that it is referring to those
people  אברהםhad taught and
been מקרב, and one who teaches
his friend’s son תורה, it is as if he
made him. The  מהרש”אon :צט
explains that before a person
learns תורה, he has not really
differentiated himself from the
animal kingdom; only after he
has absorbed the ways of the

MTI Recent

Happenings

Shmuel Kosofsky
Bais Medrash
On Lag B’Omer the yeshiva
hosted a very fun and special
event on Zoom, attended by
current high school and bais
medrash bochurim, alumni,
and our rebbeim. The evening
started with our Rosh Yeshiva,
Rabbi Avroham Goldman,
sharing divrei chizuk to everyone and reminding us how
special our Torah learning and
productivity is at home.
Event co-hosts Akiva Cohen
(11th grade) and Avrohom
Yosef Staum (bais medrash)
got things rolling by introducing the brand-new song,
Hineni, written by our very own
Asher Yaakov Morris (bais medrash)! Throughout the event,
many students and alumni
performed songs they had
written; hearing all of these
amazing songs and singing
along was truly inspiring and
uplifting.
In between songs, everyone
had incredible fun playing
games such as Home Search

Featured Torah

Message

Yosef Kamin
12th Grade
וַ יְ ַדּבר ה' ֶאל־מ ֶֹׁשה ְּב ִמ ְדּבר ִסינַ י
ת־ּבנֵ י לֵ וִ י לְ ֵבית ֲאב ָֹתם
ְ לֵ א ֽמֹר׃ ְּפקֹד ֶא
לְ ִמ ְׁש ְּפח ָֹתם ּכָ ל־זָ כָ ר ִמ ֶּבן־ח ֶֹדׁש וָ ַמ ְעלָ ה
'ל־ּפי ה
ִ ִּת ְפ ְק ֵ ֽדם׃ וַ ּיִ ְפקֹד א ָֹתם מ ֶֹׁשה ַע
ּכַ ֲא ֶׁשר צֻ ָּוֽה
(טז-' יד,')במדבר ג
In Parshas Bamidbar, ' הcommands Moshe to count all the
children of בני לוי, from one
month old and on. There’s a
strange language used in pasuk
 ט"זthat says, “Moshe counted
them according to '’הs word,
just as he was commanded.”
Saying “according to '’הs word”
seems redundant.
Rashi addresses the redundancy and puts it into context.
When ' הasked Moshe to count
the young children, Moshe
asked 'ה, “How can I go into
the privacy of their tents to
count them?” ' הresponded
telling Moshe that he should
do his job, and ' הwill do his.
When Moshe arrived at each
tent there was a bas kol that
announced how many infants
were in the tent.

כ"ח אייר תש”פ · פרשת במדבר

Sparks of

Mussar

Reprinted with permission from
“Sparks of Mussar” by Rabbi Chaim
Ephraim Zaitchik, Feldheim Publishers

Recognizing our True Motive
On Shavuos, after learning
all through the night, the
Talmidim were served coffee
and cake and they sang and
danced. “Perhaps your real
motive in learning all night,”
announced R’ Nosson Zvi, the
Alter of Slabodka, “was for the
refreshments and the festivities
that followed it.”
R’ Iser Zalman Meltzer
expressed surprise at these
words. R’ Nosson Zvi’s answer
was to take a Gemora and
show him the account of Mar
Ukva, who wanted to mourn as
an avel for his brother-in-law,
but R’ Huna said to him, “Your
intention is to eat the meal
given to mourners” (Moed
Katan 20). If Mar Ukva can
be suspected of such motives,”
said R’ Nosson Zvi, “how
much more so can we suspect
ourselves of them!”

 תורהcan we label him an “אדם.” Therefore, the one who enabled this transition gets the credit for having made or given birth to the person.
This explanation is easy to understand when it comes to אברהם. He took
people who were steeped in  עבודה זרהand slowly but surely brought them
 תחת כנפי השכינה- that is truly transforming them into an “ ”!אדםBut how
does ’משהs teaching one day’s worth of  תורהto the  בני אהרןlead to the
status of “”?כאילו ילדו
We see from here an amazing insight into the power of תורה. The ability
 תורהhas to mold, shape, and ignite a person’s  נשמהmakes it that even
when it comes to the בני אהרן, the contrast between before and after
learning even one day’s worth of  תורהwas just as stark as the one between  בהמהand !אדם
With the  יום טובof  שבועותapproaching, let us appreciate what an amazing
gift ‘ הhas given us and the tremendous vehicle for growth He has placed
within our grasp. Let us grab every moment we can, and  בעז”הwe will all
be  זוכהto be an “ ”אדםin the fullest sense in the eyes of הקב”ה.

and Would You Rather. It was
so special to see all the guys
laughing, having fun, and enjoying themselves during these
games. Everyone participated
and everyone had fun. After
the event was officially ended,
the Zoom meeting went on
for a long time, as we played
music, schmoozed, and caught
up with old friends. The MTI
Lag B’Omer event on Zoom
was a hit and will certainly be
remembered as one of the most
memorable Lag B’Omer events
in MTI history.

Upcoming & Ongoing MTI Community Events
Pirkei Avos for men with Rabbi Dovid Fromowitz
Sundays 9:00-9:30 PM
Zoom ID 655-039-1085

Mazel Tov!

Rabbi & Mrs. Shmuel Wasser
& family on the engagement
of their daughter Leah to
Yaakov Striks of Valley Village,
CA!
Board member Dr. Michael
Treisman and family on the
birth of a granddaughter!

Orchos Tzaddikim for women with Mrs. Toby Goldman
Sundays 8:00 PM
(May 24; Future Dates TBD)
Zoom ID- 525-786-3657

ALUMNI SIMCHOS
Mr. & Mrs. Eytan Mankowitz
on the birth of a baby girl!
(...and to board member Dr.
Keith Mankowitz and family!)

Mesilas Yesharim for women with Mrs. Toby Goldman
Tuesdays 8:00 PM
(No class May 26; Future Dates TBD)
Stay tuned for Siyum plans in June!
Zoom ID- 525-786-3657
PLEASE EMAIL COMMUNITYLEARNING@MISSOURITORAH.ORG WITH ANY QUESTIONS

Graduation: Sunday, June 14

We see a few things from this.
When Moshe was confused, he
wasn’t scared to ask, and from
here we see the importance of
asking questions. We also see
the importance of tznius and
that appropriate behavior is no
less important than accomplishing the goal. The ends don’t
necessarily justify the means.

JOIN US
5 minute

Details to come!

GET YOUR CATERED DINNER DELIVERED TO YOUR DOOR!

SUNDAY EVENING, JUNE 7, 2020

thirteenth annual dinner

Ahavas
Chessed
with Rabbi Shmuel Wasser
After shacharis, 4 days a
week, Rabbi Wasser learns
Ahavas Chessed with the
talmidim of our yeshiva. To
join a WhatsApp group to
receive the recording immediately following the shiur,
scan the QR code below!

“SEE THE SUCCESS. ENVISION THE FUTURE.”
AN EXCITING INTERACTIVE VIRTUAL EVENT
FROM THE COMFORT OF YOUR OWN HOME

Michael & Carol Staenberg
GUESTS OF HONOR

VISIT WWW.MISSOURITORAH.ORG/DINNER FOR MORE INFO!

1809 Clarkson Road
Chesterfield, MO 63017
636.778.1896
www.missouritorah.org

